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3} Saptember 1953

Memorandumn for: The Directur of Central Intelligence

Subject: Joint Congressional Commiliee
on Cenmtral latelligence

1. Four resolutions have been introduced into the 83rd
Congress cslling for a Joink Caagressional Commitise on Intell:.
gence. The firat of these, 5. Con. Res. 42, imtroduced by Scna.
tor Mansfisld (., Mont.), calls for a Joint Committee to meke
continging studies of the activilies of the Central Intelligence
Agency, of problems relatiag t2 the gathering of intelligence
stfecting the national security, snd of its coordination and utiline-
tion by the various agencies of the Government. The second res
lution, H. Con. Res. 1£7, was introduced by Congressman
Pattarscn (R., Conn.), and is dentical with Senstor Mansfield's
The third resclution, H. Con. 1:s. 168, introduced by Mrs, Xel';
(D., N.Y.), sad the fourth, H. Con. Res. 169, imtroduced by
Congressman Zablacki (D., Wisc.), call for the establishment &

s Joiat Committee on Intelligence Matters. While the purposs 2f
all four bills is the same, the laiier two provide that the Ceniral
Intelligence ..gency sad related intelligemce services, rather tha-
ClA alone, shall keep the Jeint Committee fully and currently in-
formed with respect to their activities. All four bills provide ic

s committer of 18 members, divided equally baiwsen the Senate
and House, with not more thar $ members from each body to be

of the same political party. A1l bills and other matters in the iz
graas relating primarily to the Cantral Intelligence Agency (and
related intqlligence services) are to be referred to the Joint “on -
mittee, which shall from time iz time report to the Congress on
matters within its Jurisdiction. The Joint Commitiee is suthuriz !
to hold hearings, to require the attendance of witnesses and the j 1.
duction of documents, with the power of subpoena. It is empowe ¢ d
to sppoint experts, consultants, technicians and clerical sssistar is.

2. As » matter of historical interest, Congreasmaa Dev:'t,
of Mimnesota, no longer & member of the Congress, introduced ¢
similar bill in the 80th Congress establishing an 18-man joint
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2l; August 1953

MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director (Plans)

SUBJECT Congressional Committee on CIA

: 1. 7You will remember that the other day we were discussing the
proposal for a joint Congressional Committee established to handle the
Agency, its problems, and its performance. I thought you might be
interested, therefore, in an unsolicited comment on this subject which
I recelved from Tracy Barnes:

"The problem of a joint Congressional committee devoted
to CIA has been troubling many of us for some time, We are
of course not in a position to evaluate the political fac-
tors since we do not have the facts. Many of us however
feel very strongly that 1f it is in any way avoidable, every-
thing possible should be done to prevent its formation. The
analogy to the AEC is of course inaccurate. Except for the
fact that both agencies deal in highly classified informa-
tion they are really not otherwise comparable. Moreover is
it not true that there is at present a special Appropriations
Committee which sits on CIA budgets. If so, why can't it
cover substantially all the areas which are of legitimate
interest to the Congress. Assuming that such a committee
is not a foregone conclusion, might there not be some value
in having the President appoint a special group who, like
independent CPAs, could look into CIA operations and organi-
zation and report directly back to him. Such a committee
could be bipartisan, composed of universally accepted private
citizens plus perhaps some carefully selected Congressional
leaders. In adopting such an approach, the President might
be able to take the offensive away from Congress and might
also be able to satisfy critics without exposing the Agency
to the dangers of dealding with a Congressional committee, As-
suming that the Presidentially appointed Committee is not a
good idea, I wonder whether anyone in the Agency has the
assignment at the moment to come up with other possible
alternatives. If not it seems to me some one should have
such assigmment which presumably would fall in Larry Houston's
office o

2. You may want to pass this on to the Acting Director for his
consideration.

25X1

Richgrd Helms
Chief of Operations, DD/P
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